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gently from the other bank of the Toomboodra, about the same distance;
and on the south the view is bounded by a wedge-shaped hill, about
four miles distant. From the base of this hill the country slopes gently
to the small river Hindry, south of the town; the general aspect of the
country near Kurnool, is bare and uninviting, owing to the numerous
loose stones which cover the surface in every direction, and the almost
total absence of trees. Farther to the eastward it is better wooded
and more pleasing to the eye. The eastern boundary of Kurnool, is a
range of hills thickly clothed with wood over which into the Cumbum
sub-division of Cuddapah are a few Passes, fit only for bullocks carrying
gram and salt. The chief Pass is the Nunda Cunnamah, and a good
road is now being constructed through it.
The Toomboodra, upon the south bank of which the
fort and pettah are built, rises in the western ghauts,
and shortly after receiving the HUggry in the Bellary district becomes
the boundary between the Kurnool district and the Nizam's country,
It runs in a direct course east until it reaches the town of Kurnool,
where the Hindry falls into it, and then winding to the north-east,
joins the Kistna at Coodely-sungham, about 16miles below the town.
The rise of its waters is very sudden, sometimes dangerously so, and
its fall is very rapid also; from the end of December to the end of
May, it is a clear stream, little more than knee deep. The bed con-
sists of sand and pebbles, and opposite the town it is very rocky. The
river when full is crossed in basket boats ; it is then about 900 yards
in breadth, having a depth of water, of from 15 to 25 foot. The day
before the storm of May 1851 tho river was dry; and on the next
clay (7th May) it hud risen 33 feet! The extent of injury was much
less than might have been expected.
Tho Hindry is a small stream which has its source to the south-
west of Kurnool; it also rises and falls very suddenly; its bed is
sandy, and though occasionally not fordable, it is for several months
of the year a mere brook. When the Hindry and the Toomboodra
are both full together, it is dangerous to cross either near tho town
even in basket boats, as there is quite a whirlpool of surf at the oast
of the pettah where the rivers meet, and a fearful current.
Twenty miles to the north-cast of Kurnool and to the east of Coo-
doly-sungham before mentioned is the ford of the Kistna,, on the
high road from Cuddapah to Sccunderabad, and though not so broad
as the Toomboodra, the river is deeper, aud its fcaiiks higher j